
T h e  f u t u r e  o f  D u r h a m ’ s 
a l u m n i  a s s o c i a t i o n s

The Grey Association has been connecting alumni 
together since the 1950s. But are Durham’s alumni 
associations delivering? In our ever-changing world, 
are they able to keep up? Our secretary discusses 
what the future might look like.    -    Pages 4-6
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Grey Matters is your magazine, and we want to hear your news! If you have any special 
memories you’d like to share, any pictures, or any other news (births, marriages, retirements, 
passings) then please contact the Association Secretary.
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S t e v e  G r e g o r y

Secretary’s Note

WHAT A CHALLENGE this pas t year 
has been;  across the g lobe there 
has been turmoil  and unknown 
terr i tor y wi th the Brexi t  decision 
and the elec t ion of  President Trump 
as leader of  the Free Wor ld.  C loser 
to home, the Grey A ssociat ion has 
had i t s  own chal lenges – not leas t 
that we ’ ve been wi thout a President 
since Tom Cl i f f  s tood down from the 
pos t in Apr i l  2016 af ter 6 years .

Tom did a tremendous job in 
fol lowing Henr y Dyson and br ing ing 
the A ssociat ion together ;  his 
presence has been great l y  missed. 
The remaining Exec members have 
been work ing hard to keep things 
going ,  and we are incredibly grateful 
to the s taf f  and Col lege Of f icers 
whom have suppor ted us these pas t 
ten months.

In las t  year ’s  issue,  Tom wrote of  his 
concerns about the future of  the 
col lege s ys tem in Durham. This year 
we ’ ve seen a number of  changes 

that may impac t this ;  a new Pro-V ice 
Chancel lor has been appointed to 
oversee this s ide of  the Universi t y ’s 
plans ,  in a reassur ing s tep that 
seems to conf irm the value s t i l l 
assigned to our Col leges by the 
powers that be.  The Master ’s 
repor t ,  a lso in this  issue,  delves 
into this a l i t t le more.

Interes t ing ly,  the Universi t y  have 
made the decision to c lose the 
Stock ton campus in the nex t couple 
of  years ,  w i th plans to move John 
Snow and Stephenson col leges to 
Durham Ci t y and relocat ing the 
academic faci l i t ies .  This ,  a long wi th 
the announcement that s igni f icant 
increases in s tudent numbers 
have led the Universi t y  to plan the 
bui lding of  a brand new col lege, 
a lso g ive me reason to hope that 
our col lege her i tage is  not being 
di tched as soon as some feared.

I t  is  wor th not ing that in Apr i l ,  the 
V ice Chancel lor wi l l  be meet ing 

representat i ves of  the independent 
col leges ’  a lumni associat ions , 
to discuss the role of  such 
communit ies and their  relevance in 
the t went y-f irs t  centur y.  I  would be 
par t icular l y  grateful  to have your 
thoughts on this mat ter since this is , 
to my knowledge,  the f irs t  t ime that 
such a meet ing wi l l  have taken place 
in at  leas t  12 years .

Those of  you who at tended the 
AGM in Apr i l  2016 may recal l  that 
there was a ser ious discussion 
about the role of  current s tudents 
in the af fairs of  Grey A ssociat ion. 
A l l  f i rs t-year s tudents are asked to 
pay l i fe membership fees ,  current l y 
at  £55,  dur ing their  f irs t  week s in 
col lege.  Prev iously,  s tudents were 
prevented f rom at tending the AGM 
or running for elec ted posi t ions 
wi thin the A ssociat ion unt i l  af ter 
graduat ion.  We agreed to amend the 
cons t i tut ion to accept s tudents as 
members wi th ful l  vot ing r ights as 
soon as they have paid membership 
fees ,  but wi th the caveat that only 
Grey Col lege graduates may be 
elec ted as President or Treasurer.

At  this  year ’s  AGM, on Apr i l  1s t ,  we 
shal l  have to consider how bes t to 
ensure the relevance of  A ssociat ion 
membership to current s tudents .  I t 
was a cause of  some considerable 
concern when we discovered that 
27% of the 2016/2017 intake had 
opted out of  pay ing A ssociat ion 
membership fees ,  and therefore 
opt ing out of  membership.  The JCR 
President has of fered to help us 
to unders tand why the number of 
indiv iduals opt ing out has suddenly 
increased f rom a handful  in each of 
the las t  few years ,  to a signi f icant 
minor i t y.

But things are not al l  doom and 
g loom; Grey cont inues to f lour ish 
wi th new projec ts l ike the launch 
of  the Col lege ’s  own crowdfunding 
plat form and the refurbishment of 
Fountains Hal l  w i th bet ter faci l i t ies 
for music ,  the ar t s and theatre,  the 
s tudents maintain the old tradi t ion 
of  “get t ing involved ” in many par t s 
of  the l i fe of  Grey,  the Universi t y  and 
the local  communit y.  Durham is s t i l l , 
by far,  one of  the most magnet ic 
and memorable c i t ies in the UK and 
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I  hope you are able to join us for the 
AGM to rev is i t  the col lege and hear 
about our plans for 2017.  You are 
ver y warmly inv i ted to get involved 
wi th A ssociat ion ac t i v i t ies and to 
also get in touch wi th any s tor ies 
or updates – we would love to hear 
what you ’ ve been up to.  I ’m cer tain 
I  speak for al l  members of  the Exec 
when I  say how much I  ant ic ipate 
hear ing f rom you soon,  and look 
for ward to meet ing many of  you 
again at  the AGM this year.

Secretary’s Note 
(continued)

STEVE GREGORY
(ASSOCIATION SECRETARY)

stephen.gregory@durham.ac.uk

G R E Y  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

Picture perfect

A BEAUTIFUL SKY

This stunning picture of the sun setting over 
Grey was taken by @yarnstew and shared 
on Instagram - we love all the colours!

THE GREY COLLEGE FIREWORKS

We stumbled upon a series of wonderful 
photos by Filippo De Santis on Flickr, 
showing the fireworks in their full glory. RIP.

@YARNS TE W

FILLIPPO DE SANTIS

34
THE ANNUAL REUNION 
IN DURHAM, AND THE 
A SSOCIAT ION AGM
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A l a n  M a r t i n

SCR News

WE HAVE HAD another l i vely  year.  A s 
usual  the Guest Nights have been 
enjoyable and popular,  somet imes 
shared wi th the MCR and pos t-
graduates.  We had three dur ing the 
year,  March,  June and November,  and 
were del ighted to have a var iet y of 
gues ts f rom both inside and outside 
the Universi t y.

The Sunday talk s and musical  events 
af ter an informal high table lunch 
have cont inued to be informat ive 
and are wel l  received.  Two of 
these events were musical  of  truly 
except ional  s tandard.  In Februar y 
the wor ld famous organis t ,  Dame 
Gi l l ian Weir,  presented excerpts f rom 
her acclaimed 1988 BBC ser ies “ The 
K ing of  Ins truments ”  in which she 
played and talked about six of  the 
f ines t Organs in the wor ld.  Another 
spel l -binding and wel l  at tended 
event ,  shared wi th the SCR of  van 
Milder t  Col lege,  was a fantas t ic 
per formance of  Scheherazade by 
R imsk y-Korsakov and scenes f rom 

Strav insk y ’s  Petroushka played by 
duet pianis t s Antonina Lax and 
A l la Lev i t .  We are for tunate to have 
Gi l l ian and Antonina as enthusias t ic 
members of  our SCR . 

We arranged t wo out ings this year. 
The f irs t  was to Wal l ing ton Hal l 
where we were looked af ter by the 
curator,  L loyd Langley,  another 
member of  our SCR .  We took our 
croquet set and were al lowed to 
play ( in the rain unfor tunately) 
on one of  the lawns.  Another ver y 
enjoyable v is i t  was to John and 
Rosie A s ton ’s  home in Romaldk irk .

Other events occurr ing in the 
Col lege are regular “Games 
Evenings ”  and a croquet match 
versus the MCR. I  am pleased to 
repor t  that the SCR easi l y  won. 
Then we had the famous f irework s 
display,  which was preceded by 
a par t y in the Master ’s  house for 
famil ies wi th young chi ldren.

The SCR ,  through the Grey Col lege 

Trus t ,  cont inues to prov ide funds 
to enable pos tgraduate s tudents to 
par t ic ipate in scholar l y  ac t i v i t ies .

I t  goes wi thout say ing that the l i vely 
SCR communit y would welcome 
members of  the Grey A ssociat ion 
to join us .  The annual  subscr ipt ion 
is  £20 for s ing le,  and £30 for joint 
membership.  To join ,  or to seek 
more informat ion,  please v is i t  our 
websi te.  A l ternat i vely,  you may 
join by contac t ing Peter Swi f t ,  the 
SCR Treasurer and Membership 
Secretar y (treasurer@greyscr.co.uk) .

ALAN MARTIN
(PRESIDENT: SCR)

SCR N
ew

s
 

JCR NE W S 
Turn to page 16

 
T HE M A S T ER ’ S V IE W 
Turn to page 28
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CA MPA IGNING 

FOR CLINTON
T WO GRE Y S TUDENTS ARE FUNDED TO JOIN THE US ELEC TION 
C AMPAIGN IN AMERIC A

U.S.  election ‘war rooms’;  watching 
Donald Trump and Hilar y Clinton 
debate;  canvassing for a former 
television star.  Two students tell  us 
about their experiences working on 
both sides of the campaign, thanks 
to Grey Association funding.

JACK HODGES:  Thank s to the generous 
funds prov ided by the Grey Col lege 
A ssociat ion,  I  was able to travel  to 
F lor ida to par t ic ipate in the Cl inton 2016 
Campaign.  Whi le,  ev ident ly,  the campaign 
didn ’ t  go completely  to plan,  i t  was an 
ex traordinar y exper ience and one that I 
am incredibly grateful  to have been par t . 

Under the F lor ida Democrats ,  the 
campaign opened up thir t y - three of f ices 
across the swing s tate,  w i th the goal  of 
increasing voter reg is trat ion.  I  was placed 
in For t  Myers as a F ield Organizer.  Dur ing 
the day,  I  moved through my assigned 
areas ,  at tempting to reg is ter potent ia l 
voters who were passing by.  From 5PM, 
we would cal l  democrat voters ,  at tempting 
to recrui t  volunteers .  I t  was then my job 
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Report: U
.S. Election

to train and schedule those that 
volunteered.

The work was demanding.  I ’m g lad 
I  was there for a shor t  per iod only, 
as we worked seven days a week , 
four teen hours a day.  I ’m impressed 
the others were able to sus tain that 
f rom July  through ‘ t i l  November.

Undeniably,  these demanding 
condi t ions did develop me 
professional l y.  My job required me 
to become conf ident and ef f ic ient . 
I  developed my persuading sk i l ls , 
and wi th quotas of  over 250 cal ls  to 
make in four hours ,  I  a lso became 
more ef fec t i ve.  I  learned a great 
deal  about Amer ican ever yday l i fe 

and cul ture.  Look ing at  this  countr y 
f rom the posi t ion of  a worker rather 
than a tour is t  was enl ightening. 

The campaign was not par t icular l y 
wel l  organised,  and the managers 
of  the projec t  were rather 
unprofessional .  I  bel ieve another 
sk i l l  I  developed f rom this 
exper ience was the abi l i t y  to 
manage workplace relat ions ,  which 
were of ten drawn threadbare thin 
by the condi t ions.  I t  gave me insight 
into how leaders should incent iv ise 
teams.

Trump may have taken F lor ida and 
the White House,  but i f  there was 
one si l ver l in ing i t  was the lessons 

I  took f rom my tr ip.  I  am incredibly 
grateful  for the A ssociat ion al lowing 
me to do this .

 

S T UDEN T J ACK HODGE S C A P T URE S T HIS GORGEOUS SUNSE T OV ER F OR T 
M Y ER S DURING T HE ELEC T ION C A MPA IGN IN FLORIDA

 

T HE W IFE OF CL IN TON ’ S RUNNING M AT E DR AW S A CROW D

 

SOME BEHIND -T HE-SCENE S PIC T URE S FROM T HE C A MPA IGN. HERE , T HE T E A M A RE SE T T ING 
UP A NE W OFF ICE

© Jack Hodges 

© Jack Hodges 
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LIAM GILL:  Thank s to the Grey 
Col lege A ssociat ion I  had the 
oppor tuni t y to v is i t  the US dur ing 
their  pr imar y elec t ion season and 
work wi th the campaigns.  Get t ing 
a behind-the-scenes look at  the 
campaigns was a unique exper ience, 
which has helped in my s tudy of  the 
law.

The 2016 Uni ted States President ial 
e lec t ion has been an internat ional l y 
obser ved event heav i l y  inf luencing 
markets ,  pol i t ics and businesses 
across the g lobe.  I  v is i ted the 
Uni ted States dur ing the elec t ion 
season and was in the s tate of  Ohio 
when i t s  pr imar y elec t ion bal lot s 
were cas t .

Whi le the polar iz ing elec t ion has 
grasped the at tent ion of  many 
s tudents at  Durham and throughout 
the UK many of  us have been 
quick to judge suppor ters of  both 
major pol i t ical  par t ies due to their 
ex tremis t  pol ic ies and ques t ionable 

behav iours .  Being in the Uni tes 
States al lowed me not only to learn 
more about the US pol i t ical  process 
and candidates but also about the 
people and their  opinions of  their 
candidates. 

Af ter a few days in the Columbus , 
Ohio i t  was quick ly  apparent that 
most c i t izens did not suppor t any 
of  the candidates (this  being even 
when 9 candidates remained in 
total ) .  Ins tead i t  appeared that 
indiv idual  where being dr iven to 
the pol ls  in record numbers not to 
suppor t a sav iour but to combat an 
enemy. Unl ike the 2008 elec t ion, 
which saw a man campaign on a 
promise of  hope,  this  elec t ion saw 
campaigns run on fear,  hatred and 
bigotr y.

I t  was sat is f y ing to see that the 
v iews of  the candidates ,  which are 
so feared in the UK ,  did not truly 
represent the people of  the Uni tes 
States .  However i t  was troubl ing to 

think that hundreds of  mi l l ions of 
people were l ikely  to be represented 
by someone who did not have the 
same values ,  integr i t y  and pol ic ies 
which they favoured. 

Whi le the pol i t ical  v iews and 
opinions of  the people are what 
I  t ruly  took f rom the tr ip,  I  had a 
tremendous t ime being involved 
in the campaigns.  I  had the 
oppor tuni t y to be in the war room 
for John Kasich ’s  campaign dur ing 
a republ ican pr imar y debate.  In the 
‘ war room’ Kasich ’s  main adv isors 
tracked social  media reac t ions to 
the s tatements by their  candidate 
and his compet i t ion hoping to 
gain insight into which topics and 
phrases voters related to.  When 
the candidate made mis takes in the 
debate (for example when s tat ing 
fac t s)  his  campaign was quick to 
publ ish correc t ions on his t wi t ter 
dur ing the debate to make sure 
his mis take would not detrac t  f rom 

his overal l  message.  I  a lso had the 
oppor tuni t y to canvas door to door, 
encouraging voters to cas t  their 
bal lot s and make their  opinions 
heard as wel l  as mak ing cal ls  for 
the Kasich campaign.  F inal l y  one of 
the highl ights of  the tr ip was the 
oppor tuni t y to at tend l i ve ral l ies 
for the candidates.  Hear ing Hi l lar y 
Cl inton,  Bernie Sanders ,  John 
Kasich and Donald Trump speak 
in person was an unforget table 
exper ience.  The di f ferent t ypes 
of  people and at t i tudes at  each 
of  these campaigns made c lear 
the demographic to which each 
candidate resonated. 

Overal l ,  my tr ip to Ohio was an 
educat ional  and unforget table 
exper ience and i t  is  my hope that 
I  can use the informat ion and 
exper ience gained to cont inue 
to contex tual ize my s tudies and 
debates whi le at  universi t y  and 
beyond. 

J A C K  H O D G E S

Jack was awarded £600 
by the Association to fund  

his trip.

Liam received £500 from 
the Association, and was 
awarded a Trust bursary.

£600

L I A M  G I L L

£500
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Report: U.S. Election
(continued)



D a v i d  J o n e s

JCR News

2016 HA S BEEN a year of  change 
for the Junior Common Room. We 
were sad to see George Whal ley, 
the chair  of  our trus tee board, 
s tep down from the JCR trus t .  His 
ef for t s to help create our char i table 
s tatus were infal l ib le and the job 
of  FACSO f lour ished wi th his aid. 
He is  replaced as chair  by current 
trus tee Edward Brunner,  w i th our 
new trus tee being alumnus Geof frey 
Simpson. 

Our events showed the bes t Grey 
has to of fer,  w i th BarFes t and the 
President ’s  Gues t Night tak ing 
place in the Epiphany term. BarFes t 
2016 was the Bar Commit tee ’s 
oppor tuni t y to del ight our tas te 
buds wi th a var iet y of  a les ,  c iders 
and cock tai ls ,  a longside l i ve music 
and ac t i v i t ies .  President ’s  Gues t 
Night was JCR President Cour tney 
Caton ’s  t ime to shine,  and she did 
so wi th aplomb. Using the occasion 
to reward those s tudents who make 
l i fe in Grey so wonder ful ,  colours 

and hal f  colours were awarded to 
the most deser v ing members in 
al l  s tudent groups.  Special  awards 
were presented to Women ’s Hockey, 
Char i t ies Commit tee and Dar ts for 
exceeding expec tat ions under their 
current leaders .  Cour tney created 
a new pr ize,  “ Team of the Year ”  and 
awarded i t  to Men ’s Badminton A 
Team for 3 years unbeaten in the top 
league (amount ing to over 35 wins 
in a row).  Our t wo indiv idual  awards 
were highly coveted.  “Excel lence in 
leadership ”  was awarded to ex-v ice-
president Edward Preece for his 
involvement in so many di f ferent 
aspec ts of  col lege l i fe,  not leas t  his 
coaching of  the Women ’s footbal l 
team. Our “ Unsung Hero” was Isobel 
Br i t ton for her example as Teik yo 
rep,  excel l ing at  including members 
of  Teik yo into our col lege. 

We have a ser ies of  chal lenges 
facing the JCR nex t year,  the 
greates t  of  which is  the threat of 
a large road bisec t ing the col lege 

bet ween Hol l ingside and Holgate 
block s .  A l though the universi t y 
master plan is  exci t ing ,  there are 
par t s that the JCR does not suppor t . 
We wi l l  be look ing at  a l ternat i ves 
for such a road or at  leas t  methods 
in which we can minimise the 
impac t on s tudents .  We also have 
our Char i t y/DSO referendum 
approaching in 2017 but hopeful l y 
this  wi l l  run as smoothly as i t  has in 
the pas t .

The future of  the JCR is  look ing 
exci t ing.  Wi th a new JCR websi te and 
the Fountains Hal l  renovat ion set 
to be complete by the end of  2017, 
there are plent y of  things to watch 
out for.  I  look for ward to seeing 
the JCR cont inue to grow and thr i ve 
thank s to the wonder ful  voluntar y 
ef for t s of  Grey s tudents wi thout 
whom the JCR exper ience would be 
ver y di f ferent .

DAVID JONES
(PRESIDENT: JCR)

JCR N
ew

s
 

SCR NE W S 
See page 8

 
M A S T ER ’ S REPOR T 
Turn to page 28
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DETECTING 

SUCCESS
S TUDENT LUC Y MOORE FINDS SUCCESS WITH HER FINAL 
YE AR PROJEC T

LUC Y MOORE:  Ever y f inal is t ’s 
nightmare (or dream, in some cases) 
is  the gargantuan projec t  other wise 
known as the disser tat ion.  This 
t wo module projec t  represents a 
third of  your f inal  year mark ,  and 
consider ing third year is  wor th 60% 
of your total  degree (19.8% of the 
total ,  to be exac t) ,  i t ’s  a pret t y hef t y 
essay.

R ight about now you ’re probably 
wonder ing what my topic was. 
The s tereot ypical  t i t le that comes 
to mind when consider ing a 
disser tat ion t i t le is  usual l y  niche 
and uninteres t ing to the average 
reader.  Projec ts such as ‘Struc ture-

Func t ion Studies of  the A IP-Sur v iv ing 

Complex ’  and ‘Predic t ing Range 

of  Mot ion and Joint  Pos ture: 

Subchondral  Apparent  Densi t y  in the 

Sheep Hind L imb ’  are obv iously not 
ever yone ’s cup of  tea.  To narrow i t 
down sl ight l y,  I  am an Archaeolog y 
s tudent .  Usual l y  when I  explain 
this ,  the fol lowing ques t ions tend to 
quick ly  fol low:

‘Do you l ike dig g ing? ’

‘Do you l ike dir t? ’

‘ Wasn ’ t  that a was te of  £30,000 of 
s tudent debt? ’

The answers ,  in case you were 
cur ious ,  are:  no,  no,  no.

A l though my degree tends to br ing 
to mind images of  T ime Team 
scamper ing across the countr yside, 
I  am more than happy to inform you 
that i t  consis t s of  more than old 
men wav ing trowels around (most l y ) . 
This is  happi l y  encapsulated in my 
disser tat ion t i t le,  ‘Metal  Detec t ing 
Law in an Internat ional  Contex t ’.

In her own words,  Luc y Moore 
tells us how she spent her 
Association bursar y of £50 
and ref lects on her degree, 
in a frankness we can all 
appreciate.
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L U C Y  M O O R E

Lucy was awarded £50 by 
the Association to attend 

the NCMD conference.

£50
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Admit tedly,  this  remains f irmly 
in the categor y label led ‘Not 
Ever yone ’s Cup of  Tea ’.  However,  i t 
does break f ree of  the T ime Team 
shaped box that most people place 
archaeolog y in.  In a nutshel l ,  my 
disser tat ion compares internat ional 
law f rom across Europe that has the 
potent ia l  to af fec t  metal  detec t ing. 
Wi thout going into too much depth, 
this  included law from over thir teen 
countr ies in Europe and more 
codes ,  s tatutes ,  laws ,  and judic ia l 
precedent to even comment on.

However,  the issues wi th my topic 
were that :

European countr ies would be in 
at tendance.

The conference i t sel f  was a 
resounding success.  Over the 
t wo days I  was able to inter v iew 
Michael  Lewis (head of  the Por table 
Ant iqui t ies Scheme) ,  A l is tair 
Hackney (Chair  of  the NCMD) ,  a long 
wi th representat i ves f rom Minelab 
(a metal  detec tor manufac turer) 
and delegates f rom the at tending 
countr ies .

I  mysel f  would argue that wi thout 
the oppor tuni t y to at tend this 
conference,  my disser tat ion may 
never have mater ial ized.  The access 
to this personal  t ype of  informat ion, 
as wel l  as interac t ion wi th those 
who had direc t  exper ience of 
metal  detec t ing ac t i v i t ies in other 
countr ies is  s imply not avai lable 
onl ine or in any l ibrar y.

a)  I  had never even touched on the 
subjec t  at  universi t y, 

b)  i t  was a mammoth task ,  and

c)  I  don ’ t  speak Spanish,  French, 
F innish,  etc .

I t  was c lear that I  needed some 
ex tra help.  So,  I  got in contac t 
wi th the Nat ional  Counci l  for 
Metal  Detec t ing ( in the UK ).  They 
have an ac t i ve websi te and a 
huge number of  members whose 
exper ience I  could draw on.  A s a 
resul t  of  my enquir ies I  was inv i ted 
to the NCMD’s ‘ European Counci l 
for Metal  Detec t ing ’  conference, 
where representat i ves f rom several 

I  was able to at tend the conference 
only due to the Grey A ssociat ion 
Fund.  Had the f inancial  a id that 
enabled me to travel  not been 
avai lable,  i t  is  highly l ikely  that 
I  would not have been able to 
par t ic ipate in the conference.  I  do 
not feel  I  am able to s tress enough 
the signi f icance of  the Fund,  or my 
grat i tude for being awarded i t .  I t  is 
an incredibly meaning ful  cause to 
suppor t ,  as those s tudents at  Grey 
who are unable to fur ther their 
academic s tudy because of  a lack 
funds are g iven the oppor tuni t y to 
do so.

Hence,  I  conclude that anyone who 
wishes to get involved wi th this 
cause should do so in whatever 
capaci t y  they see f i t .  I t  saved 
one third year ’s  degree:  why not 
another ’s? 

 

AT T ENDEE S OF T HE CONFERENCE. FROM LEF T TO R IGH T: FR A NCE , BULG A RI A ,  SPA IN , 
POL A ND, T HE UK (LUC Y MOORE W E A R S BLUE ) ,  IREL A ND, T HE PA S ,  A ND MINEL A BE

© lucy moore
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LONDON

CALLING

L A ST YEAR’S LONDON reunion 
took place on Friday 23rd 
September 2016 at Champagne 
Charlies,  under the Charing 
Cross Railway arches.

Champagne Charlies was 
tucked away between 
Embankment and Charing Cross 
in the arches between the 
stations.  The Grey Association 
hired a room at the back of the 
bar for ever yone to relax and 

chat in.
It  all  sounds ver y posh, but 
Champagne Charlies was a pub 
rather than a champagne bar 
(although they did have plent y 
of champagne on hand!)  and 
the evening was a fun informal 
event .  It  was great to see so 
many people drop in over the 
course of the evening and chat 
about their time at Durham.

The event was generously 
organised by Dave Baldwin 
who deser ves more than a 
glass of bubbly for putting it 
all  together for us.  There ’ l l  be 
another London reunion later 
on this year,  so keep your eyes 
peeled and your ears open for 
the sound of corks popping.

© unsplash



2 524 G R E Y  M AT T E R S  2 0 1 7 G R E Y  M AT T E R S  2 0 1 7

B o o k s :  S a c r i s t y  P r e s s  p r e s e n t s

Sacred Ibis: the adventures of an 
ornothological Indiana Jones

WHEN YOU THINK of  orni thologis t s 
you don ’ t  necessar i l y  think of 
explorers and adventures.  That is , 
unless you know about Henr y Baker 
Tr is tram. You can think of  Tr is tam as 
a bird-watching Indiana Jones.  Born 
in 1822 he under took expedi t ions 
to the Sahara and Pales t ine at  a 
t ime when doing so was even more 
f raught wi th danger than i t  is  today. 
He had a beard that was so wi ld he 
required special  permission for i t 
f rom his bishop.

A s wel l  as an adventurer,  Tr is tram 
was a col lec tor.  He acquired 
col lec t ions of  specimens running 
into the tens of  thousands.  Pr imar i l y 
these were of  birds ,  but also of 
plants ,  f ish ,  mammals ,  insec ts , 
mol luscs ,  geological  samples and 
archaeological  mater ia l .  He was the 
f irs t  sc ient is t  to suppor t Char les 
Dar win in pr int ,  at  a t ime when 
Dar win ’s  v iews were scandalous. 
In 1868 he became a Fel low of 
the Royal  Societ y.  He was also a 

founding member of  the Br i t ish 
Orni thologis t s ’  Union (BOU) ,  and 
contr ibuted regular l y  to i t s  journal , 
Ib is .  His contr ibut ion to orni tholog y 
was so great that he earned the 
nickname “ Sacred Ibis ”  and had 
not one but f i ve birds named af ter 
him: Tr is tram’s Star l ing ,  Tr is tram’s 
Warbler,  Tr i tram’s Woodpecker, 
Tr is tram’s Ser in and Tr is tram’s 
Strom-Petrel .

Wr i t ten by Bi l l  Hale (Zoolog y,  1959) , 
a lumnus of  Grey Col lege,  Sacred Ibis 
fol lows Tr is tram’s epic adventures 
and love for birds;  f rom his boyhood 
on the moors of  Nor thumber land to 
his t ime as a Resident iar y Canon of 
Durham Cathedral .  A long the way 
we meet the people that inf luenced 
him. A s a f resher in Ox ford he 
met Glads tone whom he dis l iked. 
Later Disrael i  of fered Tr is tram the 
posi t ion of  B ishop of  Jerusalem. 
Tr is tram decl ined.  The book also 
features over 80 colour plates and a 
reproduc t ion of  Dar win ’s  f irs t  let ter 

to Tr is tram.

Professor Hale graduated wi th 
a degree in Zoolog y f rom Grey 
Col lege in 1959,  fo l lowed by a PhD 
in 1962 and a DSc in 1985.  He is 
a Fel low of  the Royal  Societ y of 
B iolog y,  a Char tered Biolog is t ,  and 
an Honorar y Fel low of  Grey Col lege. 
He has ser ved on commit tees of 
the Natural  Env ironment Research 
Counci l ,  the Counci l  for Nat ional 
Academic Awards ,  and as a member 
of  the Scient i f ic  Adv isor y Commit tee 
of  the Wildfowl Trus t .  Hale has 
publ ished widely in the f ie lds of 
entomolog y and orni tholog y,  and 
recent ly  on ant iquar ian bird book s. 
He is  author of  several  book s , 
including the New Natural is t  No.  65, 
Waders and the Col l ins/Smithsonian 
Dic t ionar y of  B iolog y.

‘SACRED IBIS :  THE ORNITHOLOGY 
OF CANON HENRY BAKER 
TRISTRAM, DD, FRS’ BY W. G. HALE 
IS AVAILABLE TO BUY ONLINE 
FROM SACRISTY.CO.UK

 
A b o u t

2011

£55

£10

THE YE AR SACRIS T Y PRESS 
WA S F OUNDED, BY T WO 
DURHAM ALUMNI (ONE 
FROM GRE Y COLLEGE )

SACRIS T Y PRESS  IS  BA SED 
IN DURHAM, PUBLISHING 
HIS TORY,  THEOLOGY AND 
HIS TORIC AL F IC T ION.

SACRED IBIS  IS  PRICED AT 
£55 AND IS AVA IL ABLE TO 
ORDER ONLINE  FROM THE 
PUBLISHER .

E VERY COPY SOLD V IA 
THE PUBLISHER ’ S WEBSITE 
WILL GENER ATE A £10 
DONATION TO THE GRE Y 
COLLEGE TRUS T.

 
GE T YOUR COPY TODAY 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/history/henry-baker-tristram-ornithology

https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/history/henry-baker-tristram-ornithology
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/history/henry


AS TOLD TO STEVE GREGORY
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CHARLES ,  T IM AND JOHN were at 
Grey Col lege f rom 1963- 66.  Wel l , 
they were there for most of  the 
t ime.  They lef t  the countr y for 
24 hours ever y year,  jus t  to make 
sure they broke the matr iculat ion 
rule.  On their  internat ional  jaunts 
they ’d send dear old Sid Holgate 
(the Master at  the t ime) a cheek y 
pos tcard:  “ Wish you were here…” 
they ’d say,  w i th a snapshot of 
somewhere decidedly outside of  the 
UK .

The three of  them had adventures 
that would make Jus t  Wi l l iam proud. 
On one occasion they decided to 
go sk inny dipping at  Seaton Sluice. 
They pi led al l  of  their  c lothes at 

the edge of  the sluice and jumped 
in.  Af ter splashing around they 
returned to the edge to f ind their 
trousers ,  pants and shir t s s tolen. 
A l l  that remained was John ’s copy 
of  The T imes.  They crept back 
into col lege wi th the personal  ads 
sec t ion s trategical l y  placed so as 
not to of fend the lady “bedders ”.

Their  foe at  the t ime was Ford,  the 
rabid ant i - communis t  Head Por ter. 
In his  desire for order,  Ford r i veted 
the ket t les and toas ters down to 
the work tops wi th chains to prevent 
them being s tolen – or even moved 
out of  a l ignment .  Ford was on a 
mission to s top the Greymen and 
honouree Grey women (for this  was 
before women were admit ted to 
Grey)  f rom sneak ing in and out of 
the col lege af ter the 10 PM cur few. 
Ford even went so far as to have 
the downstairs windows r i veted 
shut .  Yet ,  as fas t  as he could r i vet 
windows,  John,  T im and Char les 
would dr i l l  them out .  Eventual l y, 

Ford lef t ,  in a f i t  of  ant i - Communis t 
outrage when the Russian Footbal l 
Wor ld Cup tea was housed at  Grey 
Col lege.

Even wi th Ford gone,  the 10 PM 
cur few cont inued and each night 
there would be a scurr y of  women 
leav ing Grey around 9:40 PM to go 
back to Mar y ’s .  Of course,  of ten 
they weren ’ t  a lone.  Char les recal ls 
the sing le f ixed handset at  the end 
of  his  corr idor in Oswald r ing ing of f 
the hook .  “Char l ie! ”  a voice would 
shout ,  “can you ruf f le up my bed so 
the bedders won ’ t  repor t  a bed not 
s lept in! ”

The three of  them, John,  T im and 

Char les ,  managed to amass a total 
of  t wo degrees and a blank dur ing 
their  t ime at  Grey.  But ,  more 
impor tant l y,  they had a wonder ful 
t ime there.

In 1966,  much to ever yone ’s 
surpr ise,  Char les somehow managed 
to take Maths (Hon).  He scraped a 
pass degree -  probably because he 
turned up to the exams. Yet they 
al lowed him into Ox ford Universi t y 
to do his Dip Ed. 

At  Ox ford he was treasurer of 
the Her t ford Col lege MCR. His 
adventures cont inued there,  but 
how the prev ious incumbent ran 
of f  w i th the money and Char les 
res tored the col lege cof fers is 
another s tor y.

Char les is  s t i l l  teaching today – at 
the age of  72.  Sadly John Pot t ier 
died in 2014.  Jus t  t wo months 
before that he met up wi th Char les , 
the f irs t  t ime they had seen each 
other in 45 years and shared happy 
s tor ies of  their  t ime at  Grey.

C H A R L E S  B O S S  r e m e m b e r s  h i s  t i m e  a s  o n e  o f

The Three Musketeers of Grey College

Skinny dipping ,  angering Head 
Por ter Ford, and taunting Sid 
Holgate:  we were thril led to 
hear about the craz y adventures 
of John Pottier,  T im Allen and 
Charles Boss during their t ime at 
Grey in the ‘60s.

“Ford r iveted the 
ket t les and toasters 

down to the work tops 
with chains to prevent 

them being s tolen”
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T o m  A l l e n

Master’s Report

THE FOUNTAINS HALL projec t 
suf fered a delay,  when we 
discovered Count y Counci l  records 
showing an old footpath running 
through the centre of  the Hal l .  The 
records have now been correc ted, 
the tender ing process has begun, 
and we are hoping that the projec t 
can s tar t  af ter examinat ions in 
Eas ter.  Many thank s to al l  the alumni 
who have g iven generously to help 
fund the projec t . 

The sec t ion leaders of  the Col lege 
had a posi t i ve meet ing wi th Owen 
Adams,  the new Pro-V ice Chancel lor 
(Col leges and Student Exper ience) 
on Januar y 26th.  A s Pro -V ice 
Chancel lor,  he is  responsible for 
the overal l  s trateg ic direc t ion of  the 
Col leges Div is ion and Exper ience 
Durham. Mr Adams was prev iously 
head of  the Royal  School  of  Ar t i l ler y, 
and was Programme Direc tor at 
the Br i t ish Army ’s Strategic Human 
Resources Board and Direc tor at 

the UK Defence Academy. He also 
commanded the 40th Regiment 
Royal  Ar t i l ler y,  which included a 
demanding tour of  Afghanis tan 
in 2009,  and ser ved in Nor thern 
Ireland,  Bosnia (where he was 
awarded a Queen ’s Commendat ion 
for Valuable Ser v ice)  and Cyprus. 

I  ran a ‘ S ix  Words ’  Compet i t ion 
wi th our JCR Ar t s Chairs ,  Miranda 
van Noorden and Sophie Gregor y. 
This was inspired by the s tor y that 
Ernes t Heming way bet some of  his 
fe l low wr i ters that he could tel l  a 
s tor y in six words.  They said he 
couldn ’ t .  He won the bet ,  w i th the 
s tor y :  “ For sale.  Baby shoes.  Never 
Worn.” 

There is  some doubt that 
Heming way ever made this bet . 
Never theless ,  we thought i t  would 
be fun to run our own Six Words 
compet i t ion.  Entr ies had to tel l  a 
s tor y.  One way or another,  there 
had to be a hint  of  charac ters 

and events .  “Brev i t y  is  the soul  of 
wi t ”  doesn ’ t  have a s tor y so would 
not have won. Three pr izes were 
awarded,  at  each of  the Chr is tmas 
formals and the Burns Night formal . 
The winning s tor ies were:

 

“B l ink ing Cursor.  B lank Page. 
Deadl ine tomorrow.”
-  Barbara Pressendo

“Her hear t  s topped work ing.  Mine 
broke.”

-  James Fairbrother

“Reunion wi th f r iends alone at 
memorial .”

-  Michael  X in

Helen Bars tow joined the Col lege in 
November,  as a par t  t ime Student 
Exper ience and Volunteer ing 
Of f icer.  Helen is  work ing wi th the 

JCR on organising a volunteer ing 
compet i t ion in the Col lege amongst 
the c lubs and societ ies ,  w i th pr izes 
to be awarded nex t term.

I f  you would l ike to know 
more,  please contac t Helen at : 
helen.g .bars tow@durham.ac.uk

PROFESSOR TOM ALLEN
(MASTER , GREY COLLEGE)

 
DON AT E TO T HE T RUS T 
Find out more - page 54

 
JCR NE W S 
Turn to page 16
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R EUNITE IN 

DUR HA M
WE COME TOGETHER IN MARCH FOR THE 2017 ANNUAL 
REUNION AT GRE Y COLLEGE, AND THE ANNUAL GENER AL 

MEETING  OF THE GRE Y A SSOCIATION
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ENQUIR IE S 
Telephone the college on 0191 334 5900

 
A N Y QUE S T IONS ? 
Email grey.college@durham.ac.uk
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Ful l  detai ls  and an agenda is 
avai lable -  s imply emai l  Steve 
Gregor y (s tephen.gregor y@durham.
ac.uk)  for more informat ion.

Book ings are now closed,  but i f  you 
were unable to make the reunion 
this year -  don ’ t  panic !  We wi l l  soon 
be announcing dates for 2018,  and 
we look for ward to meet ing you 
then.

We have included the dinner menu 
for those at tending this year.  I f  you 
have any dietar y requirements we 
are not aware of,  p lease contac t the 
col lege as soon as possible.

REUNION DINNER MENU

PRE-DINNER DRINK (NON-ALCOHOLIC AVAIL ABLE)

STARTER

GOATS’  CHEESE AND POTATO TERRINE ( V )

MAIN

ROA S TED L AMB RUMP

or

BEE TROOT R AVIOLI  ( V )

DESSERT

DARK CHOCOL ATE FONDANT

fol lowed by

CHEESE,  BISCUITS AND COFFEE

T h e  G r e y  A s s o c i a t i o n

Annual College Reunion

It ’s  that t ime of year again -  it ’s 
t ime to reconnect and join us for 
another Grey reunion. We ’ l l  be 
meeting at Grey on April  1st this 
year,  and hope to see as many of 
you there as possible.

The annual  Durham Reunion wi l l 
take place on the weekend of  31s t 
March to 2nd Apr i l  2017 at  Grey 
Col lege.  The Grand Reunion Dinner 
wi l l  be held on Saturday 1s t  Apr i l .

The Annual  General  Meet ing wi l l  take 
place on the af ternoon of  Saturday 
1s t  Apr i l ,  at  4pm in the Penning ton 
Room.

t e l e p h o n e

e m a i l  u s

0191-334-5900

grey.alumni@durham.ac.uk

 
C o n t a c t  u s

© unsplash
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THE GRE Y A SSOCIATION is  ent irely 
volunteer led,  and the Exec work 
ex tremely hard al l  year round 
to suppor t our A lumni net work . 
Whether i t ’s  arranging the Grey 
Reunion,  br ing ing people together 
in London,  managing the websi te, 
look ing af ter the purse-s tr ings or 
suppor t ing current s tudents in their 
careers ,  we do ever y thing we can to 
keep you al l  connec ted and mak ing 
sure we can do what we can to g ive 
you the lates t 
f rom Grey.

H o w e v e r ,        
i t  hasn ’ t  been 
eas y over the pas t year as we have 
sur v ived wi thout the tremendous 
leadership of  Tom Cl i f f ,  who s tood 
down in Apr i l  2016 as President of 
the Grey A ssociat ion.

Whi ls t  the Execut ive Commit tee 
have worked t irelessly  to keep 
things mov ing ,  we are in need of  an 
ex tra pair  of  hands to help keep our 

net work thr i v ing.  So far,  nobody has 
s tood for ward as our A ssociat ion 
President ,  and we are on the 
lookout for someone who can help 
us keep things mov ing smoothly 
along.

We are look ing for someone 
dedicated to Grey,  someone who 
loves the col lege and wants to 
suppor t i t  as i t  enters a new era. 
Someone passionate about our 
alumni net work ,  and can volunteer 

a few days a 
year to chair 
meet ings ,  take 
direc t ion when 

the col lege has to make chal lenging 
decisions ,  and prov ide suppor t and 
leadership.

Does this sound l ike you? I f  you 
are interes ted in s tanding for the 
posi t ion,  p lease contac t Steve 
Gregor y as soon as possible for 
more informat ion.  Elec t ion hus t ings 
wi l l  take place at  the AGM.

Annual College Reunion
(continued)

We really need your help.

Election H
ustings

THE ROLE OF A ssociat ion President is  voluntar y,  and only 
requires up to a week of  your t ime.  You wi l l  have the suppor t of 
the Exec behind you,  so don ’ t  worr y i f  this  sounds completely 
new to you.  I t ’s  an oppor tuni t y to suppor t the col lege,  and be 
involved as Grey makes some chal lenging decisions about the 
future.  There are f i ve core par t s of  the role:
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C a l l  f o r  e l e c t i o n  o f

Association President

help coordinate an 
interesting programme of 
events for alumni

01 02

03 04

05

help pull together Grey 
Matters Magazine  (with 
technical assistance if 
required)

LIAISE BETWEEN THE 
ASSOCIATION AND THE 
MASTER OF THE COLLEGE

Chair the Annual General 
Meeting and the annual 
Executive Committee 
Meeting

arrangee the Annual 
Durham Reunion

For more information, please email our Secretary: stephen.gregory@durham.ac.uk

mailto:stephen.gregory%40durham.ac.uk?subject=Contribution%20for%20Grey%20Matters
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R EACHING NEW 

HEIGHTS
ROCK Y BEGINNINGS FOR S TUDENT MARIAMA DRYAK

Early mornings,  navigating 
dangerous storms, and climbing 
the ‘ Twin Owls ’  -  one fearless Grey 
student travels to the Rockies and 
takes on dizzying heights as she 
pursues a qualif ication in climbing. 
Mariama Dr yak tells us about the 
trip of a l ifetime.

MARIAMA DRYAK:  I  t ravel led to Rock y 
Mountain Nat ional  Park to take a 
mountaineer ing course,  in hopes of 
adding to my future sk i l l -set  when 
carr y ing out outdoor recreat ion and 
research in mountain env ironments .  Day 
one of  the course taught me the basics of 
mountaineer ing ,  and how to safely  travel /
nav igate in the mountains on a shor ter 
c l imb. Day t wo of  the course put what I 
had prev iously learned into ac t ion on a 
much longer,  more di f f icul t  c l imb. 

Or ig inal l y  the course was due to take place 
in July  2016,  however a vehic le breakdown 
prevented me from being able to make 
the course.  The managers at  the Colorado 
Mountain School  were accommodat ing 

 

CON T INUE S ON NE X T PAGE

© unsplash



3 93 8 G R E Y  M AT T E R S  2 0 1 7 G R E Y  M AT T E R S  2 0 1 7

and al lowed me to reschedule for 
the same course to be tak ing place 
later on in mid-August .  Due to the 
lack in snow later in the summer, 
the emphasis of  the course changed 
f rom snow safet y to that of  safe 
mountain nav igat ion. 

On the Thursday before the 
weekend of  the 13th and 14th 
of  Augus t I  t ravel led 15 hours 
southwest f rom Wisconsin to Es tes 
Park ,  CO to the locat ion of  the 
Colorado Mountain School .

Upon arr i val  the nex t day,  I  checked 
into the lodging and met some 
awesome cl imbers in the lodge.  The 
course s tar ted the nex t morning 
at  7am, where I  met my c l imbing 
ins truc tor Jake Gaventa.  Due to the 
course reschedul ing for Augus t ,  I 
was the only person on i t  –  resul t ing 
in one-on-one ins truc t ion and a 
weekend of  mountaineer ing more 
personal ized to my own abi l i t y. 

The morning of  the 13th began 

wi th basic ins truc t ion in c l imbing 
equipment and gear knowledge,  as 
wel l  as the basics of  how to execute 
a mountaineer ing expedi t ion in 
a mountainous env ironment .  The 
reg ion of  the Rock ies in which we 
were located is  wel l -known for i t s 
diurnal  af ternoon (2- 4pm) s torms 
above tree- l ine,  so unders tanding 
how to bes t al lev iate this r isk is 
impor tant to planning tr ips in the 
area.  A s a resul t  of  this  dai l y  s torm 
pat tern,  we ensured that our hik ing 
plans brought us below treel ine 
when the r isk was highes t .

Af ter going through the c l imbing 
ins truc t ional  basics at  the lodge, 
we headed to a local  c l imbing 
format ion the ‘ Twin Owls ’,  located 
southeas t of  the Lumpy R idge.  The 
hike up to the rock format ion base 
was about 4k .

Once at  the base of  Twin Owls ,  I 
was ins truc ted on the basics of 
pi tch c l imbing ,  shor t  roping and 

rappel l ing to the rock format ion 
summit . 

At  the end of  the day we planned 
the nex t day ’s  hike,  apply ing an 
algor i thm created by a wel l -known 
cl imber for es t imat ing the amount 
of  t ime for the ent ire tr ip.

Overal l ,  the day was informat ive, 
and being able to apply the sk i l ls 
that I  had been lec tured on was 
ins trumental  in gaining conf idence 
in my c l imbing abi l i t y. 

The nex t day we set of f  f rom the 
Colorado Mountain School  of f ice 

at  6am. From there we commenced 
a t wo and a hal f  hour hike to the 
base of  the Hal let t  Peak ,  in Rock y 
Mountain Nat ional  Park .  Once at 
the base,  we shor t-roped about 
an hour to the base of  the F irs t 
But tress of  Hal let t .  We c l imbed 
the s tandard route,  tak ing around 
t wo hours to summit the peak .  The 
v iew from the top was absolutely 
fantas t ic ! 

Af ter eat ing lunch at  the summit , 
we rappel led down a s teep c l i f f 
face and hiked about 2 hours back 

Mariama was awarded 
£500 from the Association 

to support her trip.

M A R I A M A 
D R Y A K

£500

Report: Reaching New Heights 
(continued)

 

DON ’ T LOOK DOW N! M A RI A M A DRYA K CL IMBING H A LLE T T PE A K

 

CON T INUE S ON NE X T PAGE
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SAM AND EMILY Jones 
(Pur f ie ld)  are del ighted 
to announce the bir th of 
their  daughter Amel ia Fai th 
who was born on the 20th 
Oc tober 2016 and weighed 

7lb 12oz.  They are real l y 
enjoy ing being a family  of 
three!

I ’m sure you ’ l l  jo in us in 
congratulat ing them both 
and wishing them the bes t !
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out of  the park .  The process of  the 
c l imb was a real l y  fantas t ic  and a 
ver y new mental  chal lenge.  Whereas 
I  am accl imated to the cont inuous 
physical  chal lenge of  pushing mysel f 
in endurance spor ts ,  c l imbing was 
a combinat ion of  a mental  and 
whole-body physical  chal lenge in 
which I  was forced to overcome 
obs tacle by obs tacle in chunk s -  a l l 
whi ls t  work ing towards an end-goal , 
the summit . 

Some addi t ional ,  total l y  unexpec ted, 
lessons that I  learned f rom the 
weekend were 1)  to take a s tep 
(or lean,  in this  case)  away f rom a 
di f f icul t  s i tuat ion to evaluate what 
possibi l i t ies are avai lable to solve 
a problem (e.g .  a tough manoeuvre) 
and 2)  to break chal lenging task s 
down into bi te -sized chunk s.  This 
second lesson was learnt through 
c l imbing a mountain pi tch by pi tch, 
but can be appl ied to l i fe through 
tack l ing big task s bi t  by bi t  ins tead 

Report: Reaching New Heights 
(continued)

of over whelming one ’s  sel f  by tr y ing 
to do something al l  at  once. 

A hear t fel t  thank s goes out to the 
Grey Col lege A ssociat ion for mak ing 
this tr ip possible,  for wi thout your 
suppor t I  would not have been able 
to gain the plethora of  sk i l ls  I  have 
taken away f rom the mountaineer ing 
c lass to apply to my adventures and 
research in the future. 

 

M A RI A M A DRYA K SUCCE S SF ULLY RE ACHE S T HE 
SUMMI T OF H A LLE T T PE A K

A New Addition

A
nnouncem

ents

 

T HE A DOR A BLE A MELI A FAT H JONE S
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© sam jones



Rabbi  L ionel  B lue,  who died aged 
86 ,  was known and loved by mil l ions 
for his  ear ly  morning slot  on Radio 
4 ’s  Thought for the Day.

Blue was born in Hackney,  Eas t 
London,  in 1930 to Harr y and 
Het t y,  a tai lor and a legal  secretar y 
respec t i vely.  He was an outspoken 
cr i t ic  of  the growing Nazi  par t y, 
c la iming to have passed the 
tea round at  a protes t  agains t 
the fascis t  Br i t ish Black Shir t s 
movement .  He of ten said that i t  was 
at  this  t ime that he los t  his  fai th in 
God,  s trug gl ing to unders tand why 
fascism was al lowed to take hold of 
societ y so quick ly.

He had a tumultuous chi ldhood. 
Dur ing the war,  he was evacuated 

16 t imes.  He eventual l y  gained a 
place at  Bal l io l  Col lege,  Ox ford,  to 
s tudy His tor y,  but dur ing his degree 
he was plagued wi th ner vous 
breakdowns over his sexual i t y, 
undergoing ps ychoanalysis  for many 
years .  Hav ing fol lowed the work s 
of  Mar x dur ing his teens ,  he soon 
turned his at tent ion to rel ig ion to 
unders tand more about himsel f. 
Beginning wi th his accidental l y 
crashing a Quaker meet ing ,  af ter 
tak ing shel ter f rom the weather in 
what he thought was a farmhouse, 
he explored a number of  fa i ths . 
This led to the s tudy of  semit ics at 
London Universi t y,  and later,  his 
ordinat ion as a Rabbi  in 1960.

The role of  rel ig ion in modern 
Br i t ish societ y might be dwindl ing , 
but Rabbi  L ionel  B lue was the 
except ion to this .  In a pol l  in 2001 
he was voted more respec ted than 
the Pope and the Archbishop of 
Canterbur y.  Par t  of  this  may have 
been his route to fai th.  His journey 

We say goodbye to a beloved 
college f igure,  journalist , 
broadcaster,  author,  producer, 
and warm-hearted friend to so 
many alumni. 

 

CON T INUE S ON NE X T PAGE
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FA R EW ELL ,  

OLD FRIEND
REMEMBERING R ABBI LIONEL BLUE, LONG -TIME FRIEND AND 
SUPPORTER OF GRE Y COLLEGE



had been tor tuous.  At  t imes he 
considered himsel f  a Mar xis t , 
an atheis t ,  a  Chr is t ian,  before 
becoming par t  of  the Reform brand 
of  Judaism. He told an inter v iewer : 
“ I  went along wi th rel ig ion for many 
years not bel iev ing i t ,  because af ter 
al l  a  lot  of  i t  is  not bel ievable,  but 
as I  went on in l i fe I  began to trus t 
i t  more and more and i t  reshaped 
me, made me a much nicer person.”

B lue made his f irs t  radio broadcas t 
in 1967,  and was a regular 
contr ibutor to Thought for the Day 
for 25 years .  He made appearances 
on Radio 4 ,  Radio 2 and produced a 
telev is ion programme, In Search of 
Holy England,  in 1989.  He publ ished 
near ly  a dozen autobiographical  and 
rel ig ious book s over thir t y  years 
and was awarded an OBE in 1994.

Blue ’s  later years were plagued wi th 
i l lness .  In 1987 he was diagnosed 
wi th epi leps y,  which he took 
medic ine for.  An operat ion in 1997 

revealed a mal ignant tumour,  and 
he had radiotherapy and hormone 
treatment to s top any fur ther 
grow ths.  He also suf fered f rom 
Park inson ’s disease,  and hear t 
problems.

His i l l  heal th led to his increasingly 
rare appearances on the 
radio,  which was a worr y and 
disappointment for his  regular radio 
l is teners .  His hi lar ious – and of ten 
somewhat pointed – jokes were 
wel l - loved by his BBC audience, 
of ten play ing to Jewish s tereot ypes: 
“Nazi  to Jew:  ‘ You Jews are the cause 
of  a l l  the trouble, ’  Jew to Nazi:  ‘ Yes , 
Jews and bic ycle r iders , ’  Nazi:  ‘ Why 
bic ycle r iders? ’  Jew:  ‘ Why Jews? ’ ”

Grey Col lege presented L ionel  B lue 
wi th an Honorar y Fel lowship at  the 
winter congregat ion in 2006.  A s so 
of ten,  he del ighted a ful l  hal l  w i th 
charac ter is t ical l y  amusing s tor ies 
hiding thought-provok ing messages 
underneath.  Durham Universi t y 

fol lowed sui t  and the nex t year 
awarded him an Honorar y Doc torate 
in Div ini t y  in 2007.

Rabbi  L ionel  B lue was always 
generous to Grey.  He donated a 
complete set of  a l l  his  work s to 
the col lege l ibrar y and paid for 
the food for s tudents at  a formal 
in Januar y 2006.  In 2008 he took 
par t  in a ser ies of  seminars on the 
topic of  bel ief  for the col lege and 
was on hand for the Col lege Feas t 
to ac t  as preacher – his  speech was 
a highl ight of  the event and looked 
for ward to by al l .  His seminars were 
so popular they returned in 2009, 
2010 and 2011.

He was the f irs t  rabbi  to come 
out publ ic l y  as homosexual ,  and 
publ ishing Godly and Gay in 1981. 
This had not been an eas y decision 
and he had suf fered a ner vous 
breakdown prev iously,  brought on 
by anxiet y over his sexual i t y.  Af ter 
coming out ,  he suppor ted numerous 

LGBT char i t ies including the Jewish 
Gay and Lesbian Group and Kairos 
in Soho.  He met his long-term 
par tner J im Cummings in 1980, 
af ter B lue placed an adver t  in the 
Gay T imes.  They l i ved together in 
London unt i l  2014,  when J im sadly 
passed away.

Obituary: Rabbi Lionel Blue
(continued)

4 54 4 G R E Y  M AT T E R S  2 0 1 7 G R E Y  M AT T E R S  2 0 1 7

LIONEL BLUE - RABBI ,  AUTHOR, 
BROADCASTER , HONORARY 
FELLOW OF GREY COLLEGE, 
HONORARY DOCTOR OF THE 
OPEN UNIVERSITY AND DURHAM 
UNIVERSITY, RECIPIENT OF AN 
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE - 
WAS BORN 6 FEBRUARY 1930 AND 
DIED 19 DECEMBER 2016



I  D i d n ’ t  K n o w  T h a t !

What connects Sid Holgate and the M1?

WE ALL HAVE our favour i te s tor ies 
of  our t ime in Grey,  and the people 
we met there,  including the var ious 
Col lege Of f icers and members of 
s taf f.  A l though whether al l  of  those 
s tor ies would s tand up to scrut iny 
is  another ques t ion.  I  remember 
being told in the mid 1960s that the 
reason for Syd Holgate ’s  legendar y 
sk i l ls  w i th a snooker cue was that 
his  father ran a snooker c lub near 
Not t ingham, where the young 
Sydney passed many hours of  a 
misspent youth.  Completely  untrue, 
of  course.

I  was amazed and del ighted to be 
contac ted by a gent leman who 
ac tual l y  g i ves guided her i tage tours 
in Syd ’s  bir thplace,  Hucknal l  in 
Not t inghamshire.  He apparent ly  tel ls 
v is i tors the fol lowing s tor y outside 
the house where Syd l i ved:

“On Fr iday 29 November,  1935, 
the local  newspaper,  the Hucknal l 
Dispatch,  announced a compet i t ion 
for young readers to celebrate 

the centenar y of  the set t ing up 
of  town counci ls .  The pr izes were 
Swan fountain pens ,  valued at  up 
to one pound,  three shi l l ings and 
six pence,  (that is  £1.17 and a hal f 
pence)  The chal lenge was to wr i te 
an essay about your own town.”

Jus t  before Chr is tmas ,  the winners 
were announced.  The f irs t  pr ize 
winner was a 17 year old s tudent 
f rom Henr y Mel l ish School .  He l i ved 
at  64 Derbyshire Lane.  He was one 
of  the f irs t  to cal l  for an inner rel ief 
road for Hucknal l .  His name? Sydney 
Holgate.

Syd wrote:

“ I  intend to be ex traordinar y.  F irs t 
of  a l l ,  I  would not only widen roads , 
but also redesign them. I  would 
bui ld a bypass road f rom Wighay 
Br idge down what is  now Annesley 
Road and across T i tchf ie ld and 
A lber t  Streets ,  rejoining Por t land 
Road near Bolsover Street ”. 

That was in 1935.  Eight y one years 

later,  that road is  ac tual l y  being 
bui l t .

Syd was also concerned for the 
env ironment :  “A l l  fac tor ies should 
be on the leeward side of  the town, 
so that the inhabi tants would have 
pure air  to breathe,  and a hospi tal 
should be bui l t  on the Misk Hi l ls 
where the air  is  pure and f resher 
than at  any other place in the 
count y ”.

Elsewhere in his essay,  Syd correc t l y 
predic ted the bui lding of  the M1 
motor way,  but he thought the 
L ibrar y should be demolished and 
a more modern one bui l t  ins tead, 
which never happened. Strangely 
comfor t ing to know that even the 
revered Syd Holgate didn ’ t  get 
ever y thing r ight ! 

I D
idn’t Know

 That!
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M o n m o u t h s h i r e ,  S o u t h  W a l e s

Wedding Bells: Steffan and Becky

1

W
edding Bells

BECKY AND STEFFAN married on 17th December 2016 at Raglan Baptist Church in 
Monmouthshire, South Wales with plenty of old friends from their Durham years in attendance. 
They had their reception at nearby Treowen Hall – which was decked out with festive foliage. 
Becky fulfilled a childhood dream of decorating her very own 12ft Christmas tree! 

References to their time at Grey featured heavily throughout the day. During the service, Grey 
alumni James Dowler read an extract from Sir Walter Scott’s ‘Harold the Dauntless’ which talks 
of the “Grey Towers of Durham”. And at the end of the wedding feast there was a rendition of 
the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ in true Christmas Formal style – with each of the twelve tables 
allocated a verse. Becky and Steff are really grateful to Grey for bringing them together – they 
met on Becky’s first day ten and a bit years ago!

Steffan studied English Literature from 2005-2008 
and was JCR President in 2008/09. Becky studied 
Politics and Sociology from 2006-2009 and 
then stayed on to do a Masters in Development 
Anthropology and was MCR President 2009/10. They 
now live in Cardiff. 

 
FA MIL I A R FACE S A ND A WONDERF ULLY UNIQUE W EDDING C A K E 
We’re grateful to Becky and Steff for sharing these gorgeous photos with us
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W
ed

di
ng

 B
el

ls Steffan and Becky
More photos from their beautiful wedding in 

South Wales.

 
S T EFFA N A ND BECK Y 
We love how atmospheric it looks!

 
SMILE S ,  H AT S ,  A ND A PRONS 
Christmassy cheer on the day 
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C a r e e r s  u p d a t e

Grey Business Angels

THE SCHEME HA S come a long 
way since i t  was launched wi th 45 
volunteers in Apr i l  2005.  With over 
550 Angels now, current s tudents 
can now tap into an amazing 
the range of  exper ience.  A s wel l 
as the ‘usual ’  graduate careers 
l ike teaching ,  f inancial  ser v ices , 
consul t ing and such l ike,  we of fer 
access to an inter ior designer,  a 
town planner,  a transpor t  planner, 
an epidemiologis t  and a European 
patent examiner,  to name but a few.

I  am of ten asked i f  s tudents use the 
scheme, s ince most Angels are not 
contac ted regular l y.  Since R ichard 
Hi l ton (thank s again ,  R ichard, 
for your cont inuing suppor t ! ) 
implemented the current version of 
the websi te in 2010,  the indiv idual 
prof i les have been v iewed 100,000 
t imes.  Eleven of  our Angels have 
had their  prof i les v iewed more than 
300 t imes in the las t  seven years , 
w i th an indiv idual  work ing in the 
ar t s topping the l is t  w i th over 500 

‘hi t s ’.  Even those who graduated in 
the las t  couple of  years are hav ing 
their  prof i les v iewed ever y couple 
of  week s.

Bet ween 2010 and 2015 an average 
of  more than 10% of leavers have 
become Angels sug ges ts the scheme 
cont inues to be useful  and wor th 
suppor t ing.  Which reminds me: i f 
you aren ’ t  yet  an Angel ,  p lease g ive 
some ser ious thought to signing 
up at  ht tp: //w w w.greyassociat ion.
co.uk /angels / join or by contac t ing 
me.

I f  you are an Angel ,  then please 
accept grateful  thank s f rom al l  who 
have used the ser v ice or wi l l  use i t 
in the future and please check your 
prof i le and let  me have any changes , 
especial l y  to your Company,  job 
t i t le /posi t ion and e-mai l  detai ls . 

I  repor ted in las t  year ’s  Grey 
Mat ters that the Universi t y  planned 
to rol l  out a computer plat form 
to suppor t careers mentor ing for 

al l  Col leges -  that rol l -out is  s t i l l 
progressing slowly,  and Grey is  not 
l ikely  to be involved for a whi le yet .

For ques t ions ,  to become an 
Angel  i f  we ’ ve not caught up wi th 
you so far,  to update your prof i le 
and/or contac t detai ls  (or i f  you 
would consider tak ing over the 
management of  the scheme at some 
point in the future when I  need a 
break)  please contac t me v ia e -mai l 
at :  s tephen.gregor y@durham.ac.uk .

Careers A
ngels

STEVE GREGORY
(ASSOCIATION SECRETARY)

stephen.gregory@durham.ac.uk

 
TO UPDAT E YOUR PROFILE 
Email stephen.gregory@durham.ac.uk

 
REUNI T E IN DURH A M 
Book your place - page 30
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G r e y  C o l l e g e  T r u s t

Gifts and Donations

THE GRE Y COLLEGE TRUST has 
charit y status and was set up for 
the benef it  of Grey College in the 
1980s.  It  sti l l  plays an impor tant 
role in of fering f inancial  suppor t 
to Grey College and its students.

The A ssociat ion President is  an 
ex-of f ic io Trus tee,  and other A lumni 
cont inue to ser ve as Trus tees. 

Var ious appeals have been 
under taken under i t s  auspices , 
including those for the Jubi lee 
Development and for the Fountains 
Hal l  projec t .

I f  you are a UK taxpayer and wish 
to g ive money to the Col lege,  p lease 
bear in mind that donat ions made 
to the Trus t can be handled under 
the Gi f t  A id scheme, al lowing us to 
c laim an ex tra £20 for ever y £100 
you g ive. 

I f  you would l ike to leave something 
for the Col lege in your Wil l ,  you 
may do so by a beques t to the 
Grey Col lege Trus t .  You may speci f y 

how you would prefer the money 
to benef i t  the Col lege knowing 
that Trus tees wi l l  do their  ver y 
bes t to honour your memor y and 
your wishes.  You may also g ive 
something in your own l i fe t ime, 
speci f y ing how you wish the money 
to be spent .

For fur ther detai ls  please contac t 
the Master,  v ia the col lege of f ice,  or 
emai l  us to f ind out more.

TO DONATE TO THE TRUST HEAD 
TO:
HTTPS: //WWW.DUNELM.ORG.UK/
DONATIONS/COLLEGES/GREY 

OR SEND AN EMAIL TO:
GREY.ALUMNI@DURHAM.AC.UK

We love hearing your stories and memories! If you have a good story, if you recently uncovered 
some pictures of your time at Durham, or you recently went back to visit, we’d love to hear from 
you. We welcome any contributions - features, or photographs past and present - anything that 
you think our alumni network might enjoy. Perhaps you recently started a new job and wanted 
to share the news? Just get in touch with our Association Secretary and we can include a feature 
- big or small - in the next copy of Grey Matters.

All contributions to: stephen.gregory@durham.ac.uk

 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s

 
ENQUIR IE S 
Telephone the college on 0191 334 5900

 
A N Y QUE S T IONS ? 
Email grey.alumni@durham.ac.uk
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